
 

 

access to a vehicle, the 
concept of asking for a 
ride to school, let alone 
‘expecting’ a ride to 
school, was simply out 
of the  question. Starting in 
Kindergarten, aged 5, I 
walked to school with all 
of the other neighbour-
hood kids. I can still   
recall the sound of the 
doorbell ringing and the 
crowd of kids on my    
parents’ front porch. We 
lived at the dead-end of 
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“Spring’s 

greatest joy 

beyond a 

doubt is when 

it brings the 

children out.” 

~Edgar Guest~ 

 

“Thoughts come 

clearly while one 

walks.” 

~Thomas Mann~ 

Our 4th Annual SCG 

Appreciation Evening 

and Years of Service 

Recognition Event is 

just around the corner! 

 

 

 

 

Time To Celebrate! 4th Annual Event 

 

One in a Minion!!! 

An evening of fun, 

great food and celebra-

tion of all your hard 

work this past year! 

Th is  year ,  we are       

introducing BINGO Night 

with MC Phil Rudachuk of 

the  City’s Transportation 

Services Department.  

T ry your luck a t  

BINGO and you 

could win a pr ize! ! !  

Mark your calen-

dars and save the 

date: Tuesday, 

June 6 ,  2017 .    

City of Niagara Falls’ 
School Crossing Guards 

are...                             

Socializing, yummy 

food and recognition 

of  you and your 

coworkers’ dedication 

to our community. Join 

us, as we thank this 

year’s retirees for their 

twenty-plus years of 

service and as we  

My...how times have 
changed! 

I grew up in the 70s in 
the city of Kitchener, ON 
with one younger sibling, 
a s tay -at -home mom 
and a blue-collar work-
ing father. Our family 
had one car. Most days 
my father walked to 
work, leaving the vehicle 
for my mom. Even with 
my mom at home and 
for most part, with        

 
 

Six-part series on School 

Children and Active     

Transportation:  Part One 

...continued on Pg. 3 

...continued on Page Insert 



With warmer weather 

ahead, and as we move 

from our HI-VIS coats to 

dress shirts and black or 

navy blue jackets under 

our safety vests… make 

sure to wear your       

reflective arm bands!  

Safety 

First… 

Safety 

Always! 
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Passing of Chester Peter Murawski 

Friday, December 16, 

2016 - The City of Niagara 

Falls’ School Crossing 

Guards lost a great gentle-

man, Chester Murawski. 

Chester had given nearly 

23 years to his community 

serving as a School 

Crossing Guard and is 

sorely missed by those 

who knew him. Having 

been stationed in front of 

Greendale School  on 

Montrose Rd., for numer-

ous years, Chester had 

developed a wonderful 

working relationship with the 

school and their families. 

Chester’s crossing part-

ner, John Walsh, shares 

many cherished memories of 

his friend Chester. The 

School Crossing Office 

and Transportation Services 

wish to express our         

sincerest condolences to 

Chester’s family, friends 

and co-workers. 

B e t w e e n  T h e  L i n e s  

MURAWSKI, Chester Peter 
- On Friday, December 16, 
2016 at the GNGH the Angels 
called him home at the age of 
82. He will be forever        
cherished and sadly missed by 
his loving Family and many 
wonderful Friends. Prede-
ceased by his wife Anne 
(Halle, Charuk) 1989, Parents 
Chester and Amelia (Millie) nee 
Cimek,   brothers Leonard and Valdy (Butch) and sister  
Loretta (Laurie) Shantry and step-son Dennis Halle 
(1998). He is survived by his brother Ron and son Daniel 
(Lori) and Halle step children; Ruth, Teri, Anne, Mike and 
Vivian Halle. Loving Papa to  Nolan and Owen Murawski. 
Loving Gramps to Grant and Kelly, Michael Halle 
(Christine), and Michelle Halle-Socha (Stan). Great 
Grandpa to Tristan and Cole Socha, and Skyler and 
Reese Halle. An avid baseball and fastball player and 
winning hockey Coach, Chester worked at Atlas Special-
ty Steels in Welland for 32 years and for the City of       
Niagara Falls as a Crossing Guard. An avid photographer 
he covered events for SNAP'd St. Catharines and        
Niagara Falls and was a member of the St. Catharines 
Camera Club. His smile will be missed by many in and 
around the community. Our Family is so grateful for the 
Niagara Health System Care teams at the GNGH and St. 
Catharines Walker Family Cancer Centre for their     
compassionate and dedicated professional care.        
Cremation has already taking place. According to     
Chester’s wishes, all arrangements are private. The   
Family encourages Charitable Donations to assist Well-
spring Niagara for their excellent  support of Cancer    
patients throughout the Niagara  Region and can be done 
through MORSE & SON   FUNERAL HOME , 5917 Main 
St., Niagara Falls. Memories, photos and condolences 
can be shared at: 

www.morseandson.com13127804 Share | 

Presented By 
M I A (i A It A K ALLS 

REVIEW  

Summer          
Crossing 
Program       

Sign-Up Time: 

Begins - May 23rd, 

Ends - June 5th 

Office Hours: 8:30am-
4:30pm Mon-Fri 

***NOTE: 

Some changes this 
year, pick up a flier 
at sign up at WEGO 

Spring Has 

Sprung! 

Coming Soon 

to a School 

Crossing       

Location Near 

You... 

 

 

 

Spring Site    

Inspections!!! 



 

 

S c h o o l  C r o s s i n g  G u a r d s  
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Having served his com-

munity for nearly 25 years 

as a City of Niagara Falls 

School Crossing Guard, 

Jerry Charette has decid-

ed it’s time to hang up his 

paddle. On February 2, 

2017 Jerry officially retired 

from the job. Having been 

stationed at Kalar Road 

and Coventry Road, Jerry      

serviced the K. S. Durdan 

and Loret to Schools 

for  numerous years; see-

ing whole families through 

their elementary school 

 

2016 ended with us saying ‘Farewell’ to Bonnie Raven, having  

decided to resign over the Christmas holidays from her position of 

School Crossing Guard. Bonnie was last stationed at Heximer and 

Margaret, servicing Heximer school and had been a School Cross-

ing Guard for nearly 12 years!  Best Wishes 

Bonnie!  

Kicking off the New Year, Bruce Foley, has 

joined our ranks. Our newest Guard, Bruce 

is currently stationed at the crossing located 

at Victoria and Simcoe. Wishing you a safe 

and enjoyable school year! 

Hello And Good-Bye 

a cul-de-sac and the kids from the far end 
of the street would make their way up to 
our end, collecting walkers along the 
way. We would then traverse the circle, 
collecting more compatriots as we went, 
before heading to the pathway between 
two houses which then led over to the 
next street, and headed us in the          
direction of our elementary school. I    
remember the laughter and noise we 
made chattering along the way. Our 
group consisted of older siblings of some 

of my classmates, but many were just 
starting out like me or only a year or two 
older.  I remember one boy in particular, 
as we discovered we shared the exact 
same birthdate! The elementary school 
was less than a ten minute walk from 
my house. Crossing one fairly busy side
-street, which ended at a stop sign and 
lead onto an arterial roadway; choosing 
between walking the length of the    
sidewalk or trampling through a wild- 
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SCG Jerry Charette 

Almost 25 years of 

service to his 

community as a SCG 

 

Recently, SCG Lorrie Carr from 

Morrison and Homewood received 

an incredible gift of support from 

her school community! During a 

medical crisis at her corner, while 

on duty,  mul t ip le parents/

neighbours, came to her aid.    

Contacting emergency services, 

watching over her and helping to 

cross her students safely. They 

stepped up in a crisis 

and we are very thank-

ful for their support! 

experience! Jerry was 

very conscientious of his 

pedestrians’ safety and 

cared deeply for his 

schools’ communities. He 

will be greatly missed by 

all, but we wish Jerry a 

wonder fu l  ret i rement ,  

good health and lots of 

adventure! Perhaps, some 

more fishing stor ies to 

add to his 

collection! 

The Kindness of Strangers 

25 Years Later...Hangin’ Up His Stop Paddle! 

...continues on Insert Page 
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Phone: 905-356-7521 Ext# 5212  

Fax: 905-356-5576 

E-mail: JEllis@niagarafalls.ca 

Transportation Engineering 

WEGO Facility 

8208 Heartland Road 

Niagara Falls, ON  L2H 0L7 

B e t w e e n  T h e  L i n e s  

Newsletter Editor: Julie Ellis 

committed to speed enforcement, and wishes to remind 

drivers that School Zones are a serious matter. Please 

keep our  children safe, and drive responsibly at all times. 

Incident Number: 17-12531 

Submitted By: Kandice Holland 

Approved By: Brian Rogers 

 

Keep In Mind… 
Easter Closure: 

Friday, April 14th  

Monday, April 17th 

PA Day: 

Friday, May 19th  

Victoria Day: 

Monday, May 22nd 

PA Day: 

Friday, June 9th 

 

 

Media Centre - Posted: Monday, February 13, 2017 

Information - Niagara Falls Continued 

School Zone Speed Enforcement 

On the morning of Monday, February 13th 

members of the Niagara Regional Police 2  

District and Casino uniform patrol, with the  

assistance of the Traffic Enforcement Unit 

(TEU), conducted a speed enforcement     

campaign. Officers set up various enforcement 

locations in Niagara Falls within school zones. 

The campaign lasted approximately 4 hours. 

As a result, 23 Provincial Offence Notices 

(PONs) were laid, including 20 for speed    

violations. This brings the enforcement total 

for this initiative to  62 PONs issued since it 

began on January 27th. Of worthy note 

was the fact that a previously problematic 

enforcement location yielded only 2 viola-

tors in 2 hours. This was a considerable im-

provement. The Niagara Regional Police is 

www.niagarafalls.ca 

 CROSSING PROCEDURES AT         

SIGNALIZED INTERSECTIONS: 

SCG HANDBOOK, SECTION 

C OPERATION MATTERS, 

SUB-SECTION (J) 

Do NOT walk across the 

street against the traffic 

light. Be sure that the walk 

signal indication is on when instructing 

persons to cross. The DON’T WALK indi-

cation is timed to provide enough time to 

safely complete your crossing.  

If a pedestrian has not started their cross-

ing before the end of the walk 

indicat ion,  there is  NOT 

enough time to safely cross the 

street, and they should wait 

until the next walk indication. 

Safety First… Safety Always! 
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present       
the City 

Of  Niagara Fal ls ‟  golden 
ret i rement folder posthumously 
to the family of Chester Murawski.  

More NEWS! This year‟s event 
will be held at a NEW venue - the 
Coronat ion 50 Plus      
Recreation Centre, located at: 
5925 Summer Street (off of Main 
St.). Come and check out this 
wonderful facility, centrally locat-
ed and on a city bus route.  

Doors will open at:4:30pm 

...continued  from Pg. 1 

Time To Celebrate! 4th Annual Event...  

 

 

  

 

 

RSVP...We Want To Hear From You!  
4TH ANNUAL SCG APPRECIATION EVENING AND YEARS OF 

SERVICE RECOGNITION EVENT 
 

(DROP OFF YOUR RSVPs TO FRONT OFFICE STAFF AT WEGO 

OR, GIVE TO JULIE DIRECTLY) 

EVENT DATE: JUNE 6TH, 2017 DEADLINE TO RSVP: APRIL 30, 2017 

Active Travel To School Series… continued from Pg. 3 

flower covered field, and lastly, 
crossing the arterial road at the  
signalized intersection which was 
manned by the School Crossing 
Guard, led us to our school day. I 
remember insisting to my mother 
on my first day of school that „I 
got this‟; I didn‟t need her walking 
with me to school. I remember 
her concern and her words of  

wisdom, such as: “Look both 
ways before crossing the street”, 
and “Stay with the group; don‟t 
straggle behind”, and so forth. I  
remember feel ing proud ,          
independent and terrified, all at 
the same time. Years later, my 
mom told me how she had         
followed me and my gaggle of 
neighbourhood friends, most of 

the way to school that day, trying 
to be as inconspicuous as      
possible. As those early days 
passed, more and more trust and 
confidence was built between  
mysel f  and my parents .        
Walking to school with my friends, 
and eventually on my own as 
needed, became simply routine. 

...continued on Other Side of Insert 

I, __________________________________________________ (Name) will be 

attending our Annual SCG social on June 6th, 2017 at the Coronation Centre. 

*Doors Open: 4:30pm (BINGO Begins!) *Ceremonies: 5:00pm *Meal Served: 6:00pm *Door Prize 

Draw: 6:30pm 

ALL DOOR PRIZE TICKETS WILL BE DISTRIBUTED BY:  

NO LATER THAN JUNE 1, 2017 

 

 
sharp and the BINGO games will 
begin; join in as you ar r ive!   
Years of Service Recognition          
and Retirees announcements  
commencing around 5:00pm. 
BINGO games with prizes will 
continue after announcements 
and our meal  will be served for 
around 6:00pm. Make sure to 
save room for cake and coffee or 
tea!  

Please RSVP by NO Later 
Than: April 30th to receive a 
ticket for the Door Prize draw! 

Friendly Reminder... 

Please refrain from 

wearing any part of your 
School Crossing Guard uniform 
outside of your  duty times. 
Remember, you are highly  
visible to the public while 
wearing your uniform and   in 
doing so, you carry the       
responsibility of representing 
the City well and meeting a 
high standard of expectation.  
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Many great memories, and well,  
some not so great, came out of 
this „routine‟. Snowball fights with 
friends, secrets shared, stories 
told, arguments settled. No cell 
phones, nor hand-held video 
games. Quite often, a skip rope or 
soccer ball or football added to 
the joy of the daily commute. 
Racing home, with stories of the 
day to share, picking a handful of 
wild-flowers to give to my teacher 
or mom, decisions made as to 
whose house homework would be 
done at, with hopes of an invite 
for dinner! Plans were made for 
road hockey games, tag-football 
or a full-out game of neighbour-
hood-wide „hide and seek‟! We‟d 
all meet in the grassy-circle at the 
dead-end of our cul-de-sac and 
the adventures would begin after 
the evening meal and end when    
parents hollered that it was time 
for home. 

Fast forward to the year 2000 
when my oldest child started JK.       
Challenging the ‘norm’ of this 
time, he was not driven, but 
walked. Walking to school was 

mandatory as we had only one 
car which my husband used for 
work. There  wasn‟t the „gaggle‟ 
of neighbourhood kids to help 
walk my son to school, so I 
walked him. We lived all of        
15-minutes away, so not far at all! 
We walked in all weather:        
umbrellas, raincoats and rain 
boots; snow pants, winter coats/
boots, and toques, mitts and 
scarves were all put to good use. 
A double-stroller became my    
vehicle of choice, when needed. 
Eventually, we moved even closer 
to the school and as the kids 
grew older they walked without 
me. I relied on the Guards in front 
of their school as part of the    
process my children utilized    
successfully to arrive at school 
each day unscathed! 

As my job now involves working 
with School Crossing Guards, I 
have become increasingly aware 
of the snarled traffic issues in 
front of schools, especially in less 
than  perfect weather, and the 
depleting numbers of children  
using active modes of transport to 

school, a concern also shared by 
today‟s health care providers.        

I often wonder about what the     
children of this generation are 
missing out on: how is this 
changed  experience effecting 
them physically, mentally and 
emotionally… or is it? How do 
we get more families to     
challenge the ‘norm’? How do 
we get kids walking to school 
again? 

These are some topics our six-
part series will touch upon as we     
ponder the question of how to get 
children using modes of active 
transportation on a regular basis as 
part of their travels to school? 
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RSVP 
Please Join us on June 6th for our 4th 

Annual SCG Appreciation Evening  

and  

Years of Service Recognition Event 




